HOWARD PARK

FINE WINES
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CABERNET SAUVIGNON MERLOT 1999

TECHNICAL NOTES

Early ssason episodes of rain gaveway toa
fineand sunny April 1999 producing richly
coloured and flavoured fruit in the
premium grapegrowing aress of Western
Audrdia Extremdy high qudity batches
of fruit wereidentified on thevine; two
batches of Cabernet Sauvignon inthe Great
Southern and Margaret River withasmdll
betch of Merlot from Pemberton. Ezch
batch wastregted separatdy with
fermentation in small open vessdswith
extensve pumpoversading full flavour
and texture extraction. The Cabernet
Sauvignon wasalowed to remain on kins
for 20 days post fermentation to further
develop thetexturd complexity of the
wine. Both batches of Cabernet Sauvignon
were put to 100% new French osk
barriques, the Merlot was put to about 75%
new oak with the balance being oneyear
oldwood. Thewinewasalowedto
meaturein our air-conditioned barrd hall for
amost two yearsprior tofinal blending and
battling. Nofiningwasrequired and only &
course dean-upfiltration performed. This
wineistheresult of the mogt stringent
sdection criteriadl theway fromthe
vineyard to the bottle, only the best and
mogt balanced fruit was chosen & eech
uccess ve sHedtion Sep to continuethe
pathtobattle

TASTING NOTES

The immediate impression on looking
at the wineis one of youth; vibrant
red colours with adark heart indicate
that the wine has good concentration.
The nose confirms first impressions
with concentrated aromas of dark
chocolate and rich berry fruits with
attractive cedary notes derived from
the oak. The nose givesthe
impression of being tightly packed
and yet to fully emerge, typical
characteristics of ayouthful wine.
The palate has intense fruit characters
with impressive soft but complex
textural components. The wine has
youthful freshness and lively
fruitiness and is yet to develop
secondary complexity. Decanting and
breathing of thiswineis
recommended in its youth.
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VARIETY

1999 Cabernet Sauvignon
Merlot

REGION

49% Great Southern
24% Margaret River
27% Pemberton

CELLARING

Long term cellaring will
reaise thiswine's true
potential.
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